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ciency are in error and incur blame, whereas the intermediate condition is
correct and wins praise,* which are both proper to virtue  §13 Virtue,
then, is a mean, insofar as it aims at what is intermediate.
§14 Moreoves, there are many ways to be in error—for badness is
proper to the indeterminate, as the Pythagoreans pictured it. and good to
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the determinate. But there is only one way to be correct. That is why error
is easy and correctness is difficult, since it is easy t0 miss the target and
difficult to hit it. And so for this reason also excess and deficiency are
proper to vice, the mean to virtue; “for we are noble in only one way, but
bad in all sorts of ways.™

§15 Virtue, then, is a state that decides, consisting in 2 mean, the mean
relative to us, which is defined by reference to reason, that is to say, to the
reason by reference to which the prudent person would define t*Ris a
mean between two vices, one of excess and one of deficiency.

§16 It is a mean for this reason also: Some vices miss what is right
because they are deficient, others because they are excessive, in feelings
or in actions, whereas virtue finds and chooses what s intermediate.

§17 That is why virtue, as far as its essence and the account stating
what it Is are concermed, is a mean, but, as far as the best [condition] and
the good [result] are concemed, it is an extremity.

§18 Now not every action or feeling admits of the mean * For the
names of some automatically include baseness—for instance, spite,
shamelessness, envy [among feelings], and adultery, theft, murder,
among actions.” For all of these and similar things are called by these
names because they themselves, not their excesses or deficiencics, are
base. Hence in doing these things we can never be correct, but must
invariably be in error. We cannot do them well or not well—by commit-
ting adultery, for instance, with the right woman 2t the right time in the
right way. On the contrary, it is true without qualification that to do any
of them is to be in error.

§19 [To think these admit of a mean], therefore, s like thinking that
unjust or cowardly or intemperate action also admits of a mean, an excess
and a deficiency: If it did, there would be a mean of excess, 2 mean of defi-
ciency, an excess of excess and a deficlency of deficency. S20 On the
contrary, just as there is no excess or deficiency of temperance or of brav-
ery (since the intermediate is a sort of extreme), so also there & no mean
of these vicious actions either, but whatever way anyone does them, he is
in error. For in general there is no mean of excess or of deficiency. and no
excess or deficiency of a mean.
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Now virtue about feelings and actions, in which excess and deficiency are in
error and incur blame, whereas the intermediate condition is correct and wins
praise,* which are both proper to virtue.
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Moreover, there are many ways to be in error-for badness is proper to the
indeterminate, as the Pythagoreans pictured it, and good to the determinate.
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That is why error is easy and correctness is difficult, since it is easy to miss the
target and difficult to hit it.

V.C_a.w\ C_,.‘>-‘) J»—\A 4:

LU ola 5l mi aals (gloyLal eyl



6\#0‘)03;%6‘}@}?g;.w‘u.;.a.h‘ﬁ«w‘wuﬁ.’&)obCM‘)JLA‘;M‘Q',D-‘JQJ;UQ:-S“‘JAJ
4{5sj\atgal.ljab‘\fo'\d@‘&&))..5)\.&3.3};,-3%@\)6_{{&;5)&)@): Sl bl ayls 599 (6oL

.@1;@»%1“1,eﬁinQTjw\;w;waﬂm)b;ﬁ.)q.lsuL;u‘}i,:

gT,J.la.a 9 C..w\YLv g..mza Sludiwd J%:: o Q‘i‘

.b)‘v\; 6&‘;—

And so for this reason also excess and
deficiency are proper to vice, the mean
to virtue; 'for we are noble in only one
way, but bad in all sorts of ways.'*
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Virtue, then, is a state that decides, consisting in a mean, the mean a relative to
us, which is defined by reference to reason, that is to say, to the reason by
reference to which the prudent person would define it:.
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It is a mean between two vices, one of excess and one of deficiency.

.L{J,é.?ngi.iéjb|}‘é?@‘%5)35wijwtue

It is @ mean for this reason also: Some vices miss what is right because they are
deficient, others because they are excessive, in feelings or in actions, whereas
virtue finds and chooses what is intermediate.
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Now not every action or feeling admits of the mean.
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For all of these and similar things are called by these names because they
themselves, not their excesses or deficiencies, are base.
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Hence in doing these things we can never be correct, but must invariably be in
error.
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We cannot do them well or not well-by committing adultery, for instance, with
the right woman at the right time in the right way.
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On the contrary, it is true without qualification that to do any of them is to be in
error.
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[To think these admit of a mean]?, therefore, is like thinking that
unjust or cowardly or intemperate action also admits of a mean,
an excess and a deficiency.
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If it did, there would be a mean of excess, a mean of deficiency, an
excess of excess and a deficiency of deficiency.
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On the contrary,just as there is no excess or deficiency of
temperance or of bravery (since the intermediate is a sort of
extreme), so also there is no mean of these vicious actions
either, but whatever way anyone does them, he is in error.
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For in general there is no mean of excess or of deficiency, and no
excess or deficiency of a mean.
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