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[The Highest Good and Palitical Science]

§1 Suppose, then, that the things achievable by action have some end
that we wish for because of itself, and because of which we wish for the
other things, and that we do not choose everything because of something
else—for if we do, it will go on without limit, so that desire will prove to
be empty and futile. Clearly, this end will be the good, that is to say, the
best good.*

Boaok 1, Chapter 2 82 ARISTOTLE

I094dn §2 Then surely knowledge of this good also carries great weight for
[determining the best] way of life; if we know it, we are more likely, like

25 archers who have a target to aim at, to hit the rght mark.® &3 If so, we
ghould try to grasp, in outline at any rate, what the good is, and which is

its proper science or capacity.

4 It seems proper to the most controlling science—the highest ruling
sclence.* B5 And this appears characteristic of political science.
g6 For it is the one thet prescribes which of the sciences ought to be stud-

1mdb  ied in cities, and which ones each class in the city should leam, and how

far; indeed we see that even the most honored

capacities—generalship,

household management, and rhetoric, for instance—are subordinate to
5 it. &7 And since it uses the other sciences concerned with action,” and
maorecver legislates what must be done and what avoided. its end will
include the ends of the other selences, and so this will be the human
good. &8 Foreven if the good is the same for a city as for an individual,
still the good of the city is apparently & greater and more complete good
to acquire and preserve. For while it is satisfactory to acquire and pre-
10 serve the good even for an individual, it is finer and more divine to
acquire and preserve it for a people and for cities.* And so, since our line
of inquiry seeks these [goods, for an individual and for a community], it

is & sort of political scdence.”




y The Highest Good and Political Sciences

$1 Suppose, then, that the things achievable by action have some end that we wish

for because of itself, and because of which we wish for the other things, and that we
do not choose everything because of something else—for if we do, it will go on
without limit, so that desire will prove to be empty and futile. Clearly, this end will
be the good, that is to say, the best good.”
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Oy Then surely knowledge of this good also carries great weight for | determining

the best] way of life; if we know it, we are more likely, like archers who have a target
to aim at, to hit the right mark.”
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Ov If so, we should try to grasp, in outline at any rate, what the good is, and which is

its proper science or capacity.
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8f It seems proper to the most controlling science—the highest ruling science.”
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0o And this appears characteristic of political science.
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$# For it is the one that prescribes which of the sciences ought to be studied in cities,

and which ones each class in the city should learn, and how far; indeed we see that
even the most honored capacities—generalship, household management, and
rhetoric, for instance—are subordinate to it.
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$v And since it uses the other sciences concerned with action,” and moreover

legislates what must be done and what avoided, its end will include the ends of the
other sciences, and so this will be the human good.
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$A Foreven if the good is the same for a city as for an individual, still the good of the

city is apparently a greater and more complete good to acquire and preserve. For
while it is satisfactory to acquire and preserve the good even for an individual, it is
finer and more divine to acquire and preserve it for a people and for cities.” And so,
since our line of inquiry seeks these [goods, for an individual and for a community],
it is a sort of political science.”
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